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COMPETITIONS

Hands-on Learning

Low Barrier to Entry

Skill Development

Teamwork/Networking 
Opportunities

Resume Boost

Pathway to Jobs

Mid-Atlantic Collegiate Cyber Defense Competition
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https://maccdc.org/2025-maccdc/


SURVEY: COMPETITIONS

Competitions funding:

❖ Departmental budgets

❖ Industry or corporate sponsorships

❖ Student self-pay

❖ Grants (Internal and External) – Perkins

Competitions are schools participating in:

❖ NCL, NCAE CyberGames, CCDC/Mid-Atlantic CCDC, Cyber Forge, Information Security Talent Search 
(ISTS), NSA Codebreakers, DoE CyberForce, CPTC, Hack the Port, Hivestorm, eCTF, ICL Collegiate 
Cup, CSAW, Hack the Building Hospital, ISTS, DefCon's CTF, Various Hack the Box competitions, 
PCDC (Palmetto), Conquer the Hill various, ICPC (Programming), DiceCTF, MetaCTF, LA CTF, SANS, 
HackKean, ISC2, CaptureTheTag, HackNJIT, CNY Hackathon, WRCCDC, CIRCUS, SoCal Cyber Cup, 
TryCyber, OverTheWire
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CERTIFICATIONS

 Structured Learning

 Skill Validation

 Industry Recognition

 Career Entry Point

 Higher Earning Potential
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SURVEY: CERTIFICATIONS

Certification Funding:

❖ Student self-funding

❖ Perkins Grants, Strong Workforce 

❖ Course Fees

❖ Institutional and department budgets

❖ Vendors, Industry or corporate sponsorships

Certifications schools provide funding for:

❖ CompTIA Network+, Security+, Linux+, Pentest+, CCNA, EC-Council

2025 CAE Community Symposium



CLUBS
Clubs

❖ Tech Club

❖ Women in Technology

❖ Women in Cybersecurity (WiCyS) 

❖ Hackerspace club

Challenges

❖ Often requires faculty support

❖ Community College students struggle 
to commit to actively participating in 
club activities
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SURVEY: CLUBS (CONT)

Club Activity Funding:

❖ Student activity fees 

❖ Institutional and 

department budgets

❖ Industry or corporate 

sponsorships

❖ Student self-funded

❖ Alumni or donor

Engaging activities: 

❖ Speakers CISA, CyberCommand, DHS, NSA, NIST RMF, NIST ITL

❖ Competitions – CAE Atlas

❖ Hosting conferences for student researchers to speak and present

❖ Research Days event - students get to create posters or present their work via a 

presentation. 

❖ Hands on activities / Demos

❖ Self-learning

❖ Field Trips – CISA, National Cryptologic Museum

❖ High School Outreach
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https://www.cisa.gov/news-events/request-speaker
https://www.cybercom.mil/Contact-Us/Request-a-Speaker/
https://www.dhs.gov/request-dhs-speaker
https://www.nsa.gov/helpful-links/contact-nsa/
https://csrc.nist.gov/projects/risk-management/rmf-team-speaker-request
https://www.nist.gov/itl/how-work-us/educational-outreach
https://cyber-atlas.caecommunity.org/


GAMES

❖ CYBER SECURITY FAMILY FEUD

❖ Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency: Security Awareness Games

❖ Backdoors & Breaches, an Incident Response Card Game

❖ Cyber Security Jeopardy

❖ Phishing Box: Phishing IQ Test

❖ Cisco Open DNS Phishing Quiz

❖ Nova Labs- Cybersecurity Lab

❖ FTC Phishing Scam Game

❖ Escape Rooms – Virtual or In Person
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https://go.proofpoint.com/FamilyFeudCanadaJul15.html?rbn=social&organic_channel=advocacy&userID=28a0781b-144d-41e3-a11e-0d2c88dffeba&sc_channel=linkedin&advocacy_source=everyonesocial&es_id=69cddc1a60&utm_social_network=linkedin&utm_post_id=c32bc9ff-4637-4ca0-9639-350573b83b1f#:~:text=Join%20us%20for%20a%20fun%2Dfilled%2C%20interactive%20virtual,members%20are%20never%20put%20on%20the%20spot.
https://www.cdse.edu/Training/Security-Awareness-Games/
https://play.backdoorsandbreaches.com/
https://jeopardylabs.com/play/cyber-security
https://www.phishingbox.com/phishing-test/?campaignid=15525929018&adgroupid=136024017035&keyword=&device=c&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA5eC9BhAuEiwA3CKwQnF1DGGLtp67qpGA2vfIx3g-AMtlvromTYT_QhqftksJt9BgPOvDmhoC4xoQAvD_BwE
https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/security/email-security/what-is-phishing.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/labs/lab/cyber/
https://www.ftc.gov/business-guidance/small-businesses/cybersecurity/quiz/phishing
https://www.hoorayteams.com/blog/free-virtual-escape-room/


CYBER RANGE

❖ Baltimore Cyber Range 

❖ US Cyber Range 

❖ National Cyber Range 

❖ CISA Cyber Range

• More

2025 CAE Community Symposium

https://bcrcyber.com/
https://www.uscyberrange.org/
https://www.trmc.osd.mil/ncrc.html
https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/training/cyber-range-training-events


OTHER 
ACTIVITIES
❖ Apprenticeships 

➢ Cisco Talos

➢ Maryland Department of 
Transpiration (MDOT)

❖ Internships

❖ Graduate Assistants

❖ Part-time jobs on campus

❖ Resume Preparation/Mock Interviews

❖ Cyber Fire Training

❖ Students work in Cyber Lab and SoC

❖ Google Cybersecurity Clinic via Tides
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Q & A

Mary Wallingsford mewallingsford@aacc.edu 

Noell Damron  cdamron@ccbcmd.edu 

Vinitha Nithianandam  vnithiana@ccbcmd.edu
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mailto:mewallingsford@aacc.edu
mailto:cdamron@ccbcmd.edu
mailto:vnithiana@ccbcmd.edu
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